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THE FRANCE WE NEED

IN the pattern of Europe that is being designed now, designed by
events out of the complete control of any of the leaders of the
embattled nations, the position that the movement of current
history will assign to France is fundamental. For France must be
a great force in the new Europe or be impotent. And a Europe in
which France is not a great force is a very new F.urope indeed;
there will be a vacuum which political nature will insist on filling,
How? That's anybody's guess.
What is less a matter of mere guesswork is the kind of France
that alone can prevent the vacuum from being created, the kind of
France that can alone justify the British Government in its policy
of guaranteeing French independence and the territorial integrity
of the French Empire. To make this guarantee a national policy for
this country, a policy that will stand wear and tear, it must be
part of a European policy which, in turn, means that France must
have a European policy. And France can have only one European
policy that has any chance of success. France must be again a
leader and teacher of free Europe.
A natural if unfortunate insularity often hides this role of France
from us. It was Matthew Arnold who reminded us that, wherever
the French went, they carried with them the ideas of the Revolu-
tion; that more Bastilles than their own fell at the sound of their
trumpets. France need not be a sectarian, dogmatic, intolerant
crusader (as she was for very human and fairly forgivable reasons
in 1793). But the France that Europe wants, and Europe needs, is
a France that has not renounced 1793 or 1789, that is prouder of
having destroyed the Bastille than of having built it. That is the
France that won more love and trust from other peoples than any
nation in modern history. It was that France whose overthrow was
the great tragedy of 1940. It was the fall of "the Republic/' not of
the Third Republic, that was the political disaster of that year.
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